PRSA North Pacific District Board of Directors meeting

April 3, 2009
www.prsanpdistrict.org  

Call-In Number: 1-866-228-9900
Passcode: 644015

	Current NP District Board Members

CHAIR: Mara Woloshin, APR
CHAIR-ELECT: Nancy Kincaid, APR
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR: John Mitchell, APR
SECRETARY: Ellie Javadi, APR

TREASURER: Amber Chiang, APR



	NOMINATING COMMITTEE REP:
	Christina Ragsdale, APR

	
ALTERNATES:
	John Mitchell, APR
Patti Atkins, APR


Attendees
Amber Chiang, Crystal Enkvist, Jenna Gross, Nancy Kincaid, Terry LaBrue, Ellie Javadi, John Mitchell, Cathy Morley Foster, Christina Ragsdale, Chuck Sant'Agata, Tom Unger,
Mara Woloshin

Call to Order
North Pacific District PRSA Chair Mara Woloshin called the meeting to order at 11:02 PT.   
Mara transitioned meeting leadership to Nancy Kincaid at 11:29 am since Mara had to leave.
PRSA National Nominating Committee Report — Christina Ragsdale

Some desire at National PRASA for multi-year participation. The new chair stated that multi-year participation will help reduce the learning curve.  There were 200 people identified as interested in national service last year. This year is more important for NPD because district rep position is open - need to find a rep for a multi-year term. In the past, there were real or perceived breeches of confidentiality, last year the group took the pledge seriously. Everything associated with nominating committee is posted on the
National PRSA website. 


Committee interviews will be held in August. It is a fairly intense process. You can self nominate or nominate by June 15. Christina Ragsdale is available to answer questions via email.
APR Update — Mara Woloshin

Mara is coordinating the development of an FAQ and press release announcing that the NP District has approved a $100 scholarship to help with APR fees.  The press release will be issued on April 24. It will be sent out and posted to the NP District website. 

Mara has been working on a report that provides information on the district’s role. Her goal is to address the issues chapters are facing this year and underscore the value district brings to the chapters.
There are chapter and national hardship scholarships out there. Specifically, National is offering a hardship membership waiver. 
Nancy Kincaid will email this information to all District members. Nancy will contact the National PRSA membership contact to get additional details. She will try to find out if there are APR scholarships as well.
Amber stated that the member list is current. 
There was a general discussion about the benefits of APR accreditation. Chapters are trying to support members with study courses. It would be good to track who the APRs are. 

Chapter Overview
1. Puget Sound: lost 10 members but doing well.
2. Portland is doing well. 

3. SF stated that it’s been hard to come out for paid events/monthly meetings. Some of our members are getting laid off. Members continue to attend the SF second Tuesday events. They are trying different things. Trying to determine if it is cost or other factors. They are also doing a chapter survey.
Nancy and Mara to brainstorm some ideas for future low-cost district events. 

Secretary’s Report  — Ellie Javadi  
Nancy took the minutes for the last meeting but the file corrupted. For now, there are no minutes from the last district board meeting.

Treasurer’s Report — Amber Chiang
Amber reported current balance of $6,789.75. She emailed the report earlier today. Three quarters of the chapters have sent in their dues. Amber will follow up with those that haven’t paid. 
New Business

Mara has accepted a position that moves her to Los Angeles. She will stay on as district chair.
Other Business

Amber has updated the District web site and has requested bios and headshots of all District Board members for posting.
Next Meeting
The next general meeting will be:

 Friday, May 1
10 am, Alaska
11 am Pacific
12 pm Mountain
Call-in Information:

Dial-in number:  1-866-228-9900

Passcode: 644015 


Future Meetings
Future meetings will occur the first Friday of every 1 month effective 5/1/2009 until 12/26/2009 from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM (GMT-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada).

Note
All meetings are now posted on the District website: http://www.prsanpdistrict.org/
Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 11:43 am PT by Nancy Kincaid. 

Minutes submitted by:   Ellie Javadi

