PRSA North Pacific District Board of Directors Meeting

June 8, 2009

www.prsanpdistrict.org  

Group emails: 
npdofficers@prsanpdistrict.org
presidents@prsanpdistrict.org
members@prsanpdistrict.org

Call-In Number: 1-800-201-2375
Host Passcode: 7799278   

Participant Passcode: 779927

	Current NP District Board Members

CHAIR: Mara Woloshin, APR, Fellow PRSA
CHAIR-ELECT: Nancy Kincaid, APR

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR: John Mitchell, APR

SECRETARY: Ellie Javadi, APR

TREASURER: Amber Chiang, APR



	NOMINATING COMMITTEE REP:
	Christina Ragsdale, APR

	
ALTERNATES:
	John Mitchell, APR
Crystal Enkvist, APR
Patti Atkins, APR


Attendees
John Mitchell, Tom Unger, Ellie Javadi, Jill Peters, Mary Barber, Kathy Hubbell

Judy Ganulin, Mara Woloshin, Crystal Enkvist

Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 11:04 am PT.   

PRSA National Report  — Kathy Hubbell

Chapter Bylaws
Potential changes to the PRSA bylaws may alter the governance of the organization. Kathy suggested that each Board member check with their chapter leadership to get additional information and to review the slide deck from National.
Leadership Rally

The Board has recommended that we change to one vote per person for the entire organization on issues affecting the organization. A member can still take advantage of a proxy vote if they can’t attend.


National is considering renaming the rally to the “Leadership Assembly” vs. “The Assembly.” The name change is intended to reflect how the organization is morphing and focusing more on “thought leadership.” 

Noncom committee
Board has proposed the immediate past chair should be on committee. Discussion ensued about the role of the immediate past chair.

PRSA is opening up membership to more PR categories including HR and social media-focused practitioners. Also, those practitioners with marketing duties that encompass PR are now eligible for membership.

Chapter survey
Results were presented in NY. The results should have gone directly to chapter leadership. A webinar was held on Tuesday. 

Kathy will send all materials to Amber to post to the website.

Summary of APR chapter incentives (submitted via email) — Nancy Kincaid

Most chapters don’t offer a financial incentive, but offer no-cost or low-cost study sessions. The chapters she has spoken with have said the idea of a financial incentive from District might be helpful and would be willing to promote the incentive in their materials. The Utah chapter has no contact and no Website. The Silicon Valley chapter charges $50 for the study session but refunds this charge once you pass the APR. They also waive the one year chapter dues ($75) once you pass. SV Chapter wasn't sure if it directly impacted the "pass" rate, but did feel it encouraged more people to sign up for study sessions (12 in the last session this Spring). SV Chapter doesn’t have the exam results yet.  Nancy is still waiting to hear from four other chapters.

On another note, there is increasing concern at the chapter level that the economy is driving loss of members.  The Capitol chapter lost 8 members in the last couple of months and picked up only one. This is having a dramatic impact on finances as fewer members are paying dues and participating in programming.  They discussed working with District and National to improve member benefits and member promotion.   
Treasurer’s Report — John Mitchell
Current balance is $7248.08. Beginning balance in January was $6016.46.

All paid up.

Secretary’s Report  — Ellie Javadi  
Ellie asked all members to review the meeting minutes and email input to her.

Other Business  

Motion made to instate John Mitchell as the Board co-chair
Mary made a motion to instate John Mitchell as Board co-chair to serve along with  along with Mara Woloshin for the remainder of 2009. Crystal seconded. A unanimous decision was made to instate John Mitchell as the PRSA NP District board co-chair. It was agreed that there should be a formal announcement to chapter presidents. John will put something together for Amber to distribute. Nancy Kincaid intends to be the chair for 2010.

New dial- in number
Someone attempted to use the district dial-in number. The person called Premiere Global and posed as Mara Woloshin to get the number. On a second attempt, they posed as John Mitchell to get the host passcode. As a result, the teleconference vendor has provided a new number and code. The old number is no longer valid. 

eGroup
Mary suggested we update the eGroup. John will check on the eGroup. It is important that Jennifer and Candice participate on the calls.  Note: we are the only district board with an eGroup. 

Update from Mara Woloshin


The Puget Sound Chapter is excited about the scholarship program. Mara wants to do more around that. Mara will work on an email flyer for the APR scholarship. 

Bob Frause, past president of national fellows, wants our endorsement. He has asked Mara for a letter of recommendation. The application deadline is June 15. Letters can be sent at a later date. The letter needs to be 300 words or less. Mara endorses him.

Mary suggested we wait till the applications are in. He is a great candidate but we don’t know who else is running.

Geographic representation. The byline changes are available on the PRSA website under governance. A potential change may allow for up to two, two-year terms. 

Mara suggested forming a new chapter in her region since the closest PRSA chapter is in Los Angeles, which is over 45 minutes away from Mara. Mara is in San Fernando Valley, which would be in the Western District. She will pursue this. 
Tom Unger: The Portland Chapter is bringing Margo (columnist) to Portland on August 4 for a morning seminar.  Details are available on the Portland website.

Next Meeting
The next general meeting will be: July 10. It is usually the first Friday of every month. 


July 10 

10 am, Alaska
11 am Pacific
12 pm Mountain

NEW Call-in Information

1-800-201-2375

Passcode: 779927

Future Meetings
Future meetings will occur the first Friday of every month effective 
August through 12/26/2009 from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM (GMT-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada).


 All meetings are now posted on the District website: http://www.prsanpdistrict.org/

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 11:46 am PT by John Mitchell.

Minutes submitted by:  Ellie Javadi

