PRSA NORTH PACIFIC DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Wednesday, March 30, 2011
www.prsanpdistrict.org  

MEETING MINUTES

CURRENT BOARD MEMBERS
DISTRICT:
North Pacific 

CHAIR:
Janelle Guthrie, APR
CHAIR-ELECT:
Amber Chiang, APR
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR:
Nancy Kincaid, MA, APR  
SECRETARY:
Ronele Klingensmith, APR

TREASURER:  
Cher Merrill, APR

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

REPRESENTATIVE:
 
First Alternative:
Phyllis Goodman, APR
Second Alternative:
Patrick Cooney, APR
Third Alternative:
Betsy Hays, APR
Attendees: Janelle Guthrie, APR; Cher Merrill, APR; Betsy Hays, APR; Amber Chiang, APR; John Mitchell, APR; David Compton (Idaho); Annie McFarland (Sierra Nevada); Kathy Morley-Foster (San Francisco); Candice Bellittera, APR; David Vossbrink (Silicon Valley); Elizabeth Hudson, APR (Central California); Terry LaBrue, APR (Puget Sound).
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by North Pacific District PRSA Chair Janelle Guthrie, APR, Puget Sound Chapter, at approximately 10:05 a.m. PST, followed by a short roll call.  

Minutes:

Minutes from February were discussed. Motion to approve by Terry LaBrue, second by Betsy Hays. Minutes approved unanimously. 

Treasurer's Report: 
Cher Merrill, APR, district treasurer, presented the treasurer’s report for March. Transition of files between Cher Merrill, APR and Amber Chiang, APR is nearly complete. All that’s left is to get Wells Fargo to properly change the addresses. Chapter dues invoices have gone out, and one chapter has already paid the dues. Dues will come in over the next several months. The current District balance is $3.098.27. $648.48 in payments were made in February, leaving $2,749.87 on the March 17 Wells Fargo statement. The report was approved. Motion made by John Mitchell, APR and seconded by David Vossbrink, APR. Report accepted unanimously.
Related issues:

Need to add Cher Merrill, APR to website. Cher will send bio and photo to Amber Chiang, APR for posting. Need to fix the contact for APR reimbursements on the APR page. Amber will make the appropriate changes.

National Report:

Candice Bellittera, APR, provided an update from PRSA, with focus on the upcoming Leadership Rally. Registration for the Leadership Rally is up on the PRSA website, with a link from My PRSA under Leadership Tools. The Leadership Rally is June 10 and 11, beginning at 8:30 a.m. on the 10th with registration, and ending at 2:30 on the 11th. Registration form will be automatically populated for you. First registration from a district/chapter is free, and PRSA also offers a stipend to offset travel costs. The Leadership Rally is open to others this year, but they will need to pay a registration fee. The hotel is the New York Marriott Downtown – rooms are $209 per night under the group rate plus tax. Call 800-266-9432 to make a reservation.

Candice also mentioned the monthly Idea Swap calls, which are recorded and posted on the PRSA website under Library. Find it under Chapter Leadership Tool Kit. The next Idea Swap call is April 21 at 3 p.m. eastern time, and local advocacy efforts will be discussed.

Candice reminded the district and chapters that taxes need to be filed by May 15. A communication to chapter and district treasurers will come from Candice soon.

Chapter Reports:

· Betsy Hays, APR and Liz Hudson, APR – Central California Chapter: Chapter is planning a tour of the new Univision studios in Fresno in April. The chapter’s annual Image Awards banquet is May 20. Currently working on updating bylaws to bring them in line with PRSA’s recommendations. Looking for information on liability insurance – Annie McFarland from Sierra Nevada suggested a State Farm “organization” policy.

· Terry LaBrue, APR – Puget Sound Chapter: Chapter is working on a program of what people don’t tell you when you want to open a PR firm at the new Microsoft store in Bellevue. April 9 is a career jumpstart workshop. April 14 is a workshop on communicating without words. April 29 will be an event on avoiding social media disasters. Looking forward to a session on the Edelman trust barometer as a master practitioner program, working to target and provide value to senior professionals.
· Annie McFarland – Sierra Nevada Chapter: April program centers on APR months, and APR chairs will lead a presentation on moving from tactician to strategist. Is a free event to members. Part of the event will be a raffle of part of the APR testing fee. Chapter is looking to add value for members at all times. They have stayed strong in membership numbers, but have struggled to add new members.

· Kathy Morley Foster – San Francisco Chapter: Author Charlene Lee will be talking to the chapter about social media strategy. The event is so popular, the chapter has had to relocate the event to accommodate more attendees. Chapter is doing an April event on social media ROI, and is continuing “second Thursday” networking events which are free for members and spread at locations throughout San Francisco and the East Bay. Chapter did really well on the membership event, and won PRSA’s large chapter award and will be offering the free webinar prize as an event soon. Looking to kick start a senior professional group in the next month.
· David Vossbrink, APR – Silicon Valley Chapter: Having an event featuring a panel of staff from Huffington Post, then a reception. Looking to continue to build on the popular “inside the newsroom” events, and pursue collaboration with the San Francisco Chapter. Having a mixer collaboratively with other local PR/communication organizations, and looking for other opportunities to network. Membership numbers are holding steady, but the chapter continues to struggle to bring in new members and find volunteers/leaders to assist the chapter. Started a series of informal senior leadership gatherings, and is working with sponsors to bring the programs to members at no cost.
· David Compton, APR– Idaho Chapter: Have a meeting coming with deputy adjutant general to talk about what PIOs in Idaho need to know – to say and not to say. Two upcoming events include information on accelerating your PR career in April and discussion on whether government should buy PR in May. Also evolving are monthly breakfasts/coffee gatherings for senior PR professionals.
· John Mitchell, APR – Portland Metro Chapter: Chapter lost the chair-elect due to relocation, so the current chair is continuing on in the role until a replacement can be found. Moving toward the “Communicator’s Conference” in May, and looking forward to a great attendance.

· Cher Merrill, APR – Greater Spokane: Chapter has a new website at www.goprsa.org. This chapter also lost the chair-elect due to relocation, so the current chair is continuing on until a replacement can be found. Planning for a social media bootcamp with Katie Paine, and looking for other potential speakers. Going to offer the Katie Paine presentation on satellite feed for areas to hook on to. Held a successful fundraiser to increase their scholarship to a PRSSA student to $2,500. APR promotion has been a successful membership tool as the current APR chair has been responsible for a ten percent increase to membership with people interested in pursuing their APR. Chapter has launched a new website and new membership newsletter.

Nominating Committee Report:

John Mitchell, APR let the group know that the nominating committee is currently looking for potential members of the national PRSA board. Cher Merrill, APR expressed interest in representing the District on the national PRSA board. John will talk with Cher more about it offline. Board discussed assisting John Mitchell with a stipend to attend the nominating committee meeting in July. Discussion tabled until April call with the expectation that more chapter dues will be in the bank and we’ll have a better grasp of finances.

2012 International Conference Update:

No update.

Leadership Rally Update:

Amber Chiang, APR cannot attend the PRSA Leadership Rally as our chair-elect due to scheduling conflicts. Board agreed that Janelle Guthries, APR, should attend on the district’s behalf. Janelle will be using airline miles to help fund travel, but may approach the board in the future about financial support to attend the Rally.

District Facebook Page:

Janelle Guthrie, APR, launched a North Pacific District Facebook page. Just find the page and click to like.

APR Stipend:
Board discussed the financial implications and feasibility of continuing the APR stipend program. Amber Chiang, APR, former treasurer, reported that only five awards have been given in the last two years. The board voted and agreed to continue the APR program so long as district finances remain strong.
Next Meeting Reminder:  
Wednesday, April 27, 2011
11 a.m. MOUNTAIN, 10 a.m. PACIFIC, 9 a.m. ALASKA

Call-In Number: 888-604-4215

Passcode: 5603423

Adjourn:  The meeting adjourned at 11:02 a.m. PST.
Respectfully submitted by:

Amber Chiang, APR
Chair-Elect, PRSA North Pacific District
Central California Chapter
