PRSA North Pacific District Board of Directors meeting

November 8, 2009

San Diego Marriott Hotel and Marina

www.prsanpdistrict.org  

Meeting minutes

Current Board Members 

	DISTRICT:
	North Pacific

	CHAIR:
	Mara Woloshin, APR, Fellow PRSA

	CHAIR-ELECT:
	Nancy Kincaid, APR

	IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR:
	John Mitchell, APR

	SECRETARY:
	Ellie Javadi, APR

	TREASURER:
	Amber Chiang, APR

	NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE:
	Christina Ragsdale, APR

	
FIRST ALTERNATE:
	John Mitchell, APR

	
SECOND ALTERNATE:
	Crystal Enkvist, APR

	
THIRD ALTERNATE:
	Patti Atkins, APR


Attendees: John Mitchell, Christina Ragsdale, Terry LaBrue, Nancy Kincaid, Kathy Hubbell, Tom Unger, Krista Wierzbicki, Cathy Morley Foster, Scott Trotter, Dianne Danowski Smith, Alexis Louie, Heidi Zuhl, Patrick Cooney, Dave Thompson and Madeline Turnock.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by North Pacific District PRSA Immediate Past Chair John Mitchell, Greater Oregon Chapter, at approximately 8:35 a.m. PDT.  Those in attendance introduced themselves and noted their chapters. Of the 16 chapters in the district, we had representation from nine chapters at the PRSA International Conference in San Diego.

NPD Officer Reports:
John Mitchell, APR, NPD PRSA Immediate Past Chair
John noted that the October minutes of the NPD PRSA were posted on the website and available for review. Approval will be considered on the next conference call.

John provided the Treasurer’s report for Amber Chiang, APR, 2009 Treasurer. NPD PRSA has $6,648 in the treasury as of November 8, 2009. Expenses for the year included $360.27 to Premier Global for conference calls, $345.23 for airfare for Christina Ragsdale to attend the National Nominating Committee meeting in Chicago, $96 for the NPD PRSA web hosting fee, $39.26 for Treasurer supplies and $20.22 for Secretary Ellie Javadi for shipping and handling charges to United Postal Service.

John then provided a review of 2009 district highlights for those in attendance. He noted that 2009 Chair Mara Woloshin had to scale back her involvement in the district when she accepted a job in public relations at Providence Medical Center in Tarzana, California, causing her to relocate from Portland, Oregon to the greater Los Angeles area in March, 2009.

At that point, John and Mara agreed to serve the district as co-chairs for the remainder of 2009. However, in June 2009, Mara tended her resignation as Co-Chair of the NPD PRSA due to rotator cuff surgery due to ongoing injuries resulting from an automobile accident. John agreed to assume the duties as Chair of NPD PRSA for the remainder of 2009.

In September 2009, NPD PRSA Chair-elect Nancy Kincaid developed a proposal to provide APR incentives for membership, and noted that there was considerable support throughout the district. Mara moved to approve Nancy’s proposal and the motion passed unanimously.

District will provide 25 scholarships in the amount of $100 each to reimburse chapter members for expenses related to their APR preparation. Applicants must successfully pass the APR exam within one year of registering with the Universal Accreditation Board to take the exam. The chapter APR chair will be responsible for forwarding a copy of the official UAB e-mail acknowledging the individual has passed the APR and confirming the member passed within one year of registration for the APR exam.

If the program exceeds 25 scholarships within the first year NPD PRSA board members will discuss funding more scholarships and how to sustain financial support for the program.

Kathy Hubbell, APR, Fellow PRSA, Montana Chapter, PRSA Board

Kathy provided an overview of the 2009 PRSA Assembly and noted that the revised by-laws were resoundingly approved, along with 14 of the 19 amendments proposed. She noted the outstanding work of the National Board and acknowledged the fine work of the By-laws task force chaired by Dave Rickey for the past two years.

The NPD PRSA was a listed as a co-sponsor on one of the amendments to maintain district representation on the board, which also passed resoundingly. The amendment was proposed by Mark W. McClennan, APR, Chair, Northeast District, with support from Samantha Villegas, APR, Chair, Mid-Atlantic District.

John then introduced the 2010 NPD PRSA leadership slate as follows: Chair: Nancy Kincaid, APR, California Capital Chapter, Assistant Director California State Department of Mental Health Services; Chair-elect: Janelle Guthrie, APR, Puget Sound Chapter, Communications Director, Office of State Attorney General Rob McKenna; Secretary: Ronele Klingensmith, APR, Sierra Nevada Chapter, President, RKPR; Treasurer: Amber Chiang, APR, Central California Chapter, Director, Marketing and Public Relations, Bakersfield College; Immediate Past Chair/National Nominating Committee Member: John Mitchell, APR, Greater Oregon Chapter, Adjunct Assistant Professor, University of Oregon School of Journalism and Communication. Alternate: Phyllis Goodman, APR, San Francisco Bay Area Chapter, Director, Strategic Projects, Kaiser Permanente; Alternate: Patrick Cooney, APR, Oregon Capital Chapter, Communications Administrator, Oregon Department of Transportation. Alternate: Joette Storm, APR, Fellow PRSA, Alaska Chapter, Principal, Wordwright LLC.

Dianne Danowski Smith made a motion to approve the 2010 NPD PRSA leadership slate, seconded by Christina Ragsdale, which was approved unanimously.

Those in attendance then provided an overview of activities in their respective districts for 2009.
The meeting adjourned at 10 a.m. PDT.

Next meeting: Tuesday, January 22, 2010

11 a.m. MOUNTAIN, 10 a.m. PACIFIC, 9 a.m. ALASKA

Call-In Number: 1-800-201-2375

Passcode: 779927
