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February 7, 2006

North Pacific District News

2006 North Pacific District Board of Directors

Welcome to all of you and thank you for agreeing to serve on the 2006 North Pacific District Board of Directors. The 2006 NPD Board of Directors includes the following district officers and chapter presidents:

CHAIR: Cary A. Greenwood, APR, Fellow PRSA – Oregon Capital Chapter 

CHAIR-ELECT: Christina Ragsdale, APR – California Capital Chapter 

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR: John Kvasnosky, APR – Puget Sound Chapter 

SECRETARY: Crystal Enkvist, APR – Alaska Chapter 

TREASURER: Jane Tors, APR – Sierra Nevada Chapter 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REP.: John Kvasnosky, APR – Puget Sound Chapter 

FIRST ALTERNATE: Judy Ganulin, APR, Fellow PRSA – Central California Chapter 

SECOND ALTERNATE: Michele Swaner, APR – Great Salt Lake Chapter 

THIRD ALTERNATE: David Compton, APR – Idaho Chapter 

ALASKA CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Jeri Wigdahl
CALIFORNIA CAPITAL CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Beverley Kennedy

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Toni LaSalle
GREATER OREGON CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Janice Bohman

GREATER SALT LAKE CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Joan Mitchell, APR

GREATER SPOKANE CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Garry Matlow

IDAHO CHAPTER PRESIDENT – David Compton, APR

MONTANA CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Kathryn Hubbell, APR

OAKLAND-EAST BAY CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Natalie Hoch

OREGON CAPITAL CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Carolyn Bolton

PORTLAND METRO CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Dianne Danowski Smith, APR

PUGET SOUND CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Erika Schmidt, APR

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Curtiss Olsen, APR

SIERRA NEVADA CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Mary Paoli

SILICON VALLEY CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Julie McHenry, APR

UTAH VALLEY CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Janet Frank, APR

I want to extend a special thanks to those of you who are returning to the board (Jane Tors, APR, treasurer; John Kvasnosky, APR, immediate past chair; Amber Chiang, webmaster; Dianne Danowski Smith, APR, former chair and current Portland Metro Chapter president; and Kathryn Hubbell, APR, former chair and current Montana Chapter president.) I'm excited about our prospects for building on the momentum created by John Kvasnosky last year and Dianne Danowski Smith the year before. I would also like to thank our national board representatives, Tom Vitelli, APR, Fellow PRSA, national secretary; Mary Barber, APR, Fellow PRSA, national board member; and Gerry Corbett, APR, Fellow PRSA, national board member. I know that working together we can add value to the chapters. 

2006 North Pacific District Agenda

Here is my short list of ideas. Please feel free to comment, add to the list, or raise questions. We're all in this together, and it will take all of us to make it a successful year.

Board Conference Calls

First NPD Board Conference Call: February 23, 10 a.m. PT. Please plan to attend or (for chapter presidents), arrange for an alternate (president-elect, vice president, or Assembly delegate) to attend in your place. Dial-in information:

Toll-free dial in: 1-866-309-0557
Meeting #: *4169640*
Conference Call Sponsors Needed: I would like to hold conference calls at 10 a.m. on the fourth Thursday of every other month (February, April, June, August, October, December) to update the board on district and national business. National will sponsor three calls, but we need sponsors for the other three. Please let me know if you have ideas for sponsorships and if you have suggestions for programming.

Value-Added

Thanks to a successful conference, we have money in the coffers and we would like your ideas for how best to serve the district with these funds. Suggestions have included dues reduction and sponsorship of teleconferences for which chapters could sell tickets and raise funds. Let us know what you think.

2007 District Conference

We have two terrific chairs for next year's conference, Mark Fredrickson, Utah Valley, and Hatti Hamlin APR, Fellow PRSA, San Francisco Bay Area and past district chair. We need to start planning for this conference ASAP with the hope of institutionalizing it as a biennial event. We need a host chapter, location, and volunteers for the planning committee. Please let me know if you want to help. 

District Professional Development Grants

Take advantage of this one-time offer! Our 2005 District Conference was so successful, thanks to chapter and board support, that our treasury is in good shape, and we have money ($100) to offer each chapter for professional development. See form attached to email for applying. It is easy!

2006 International Conference—Salt Lake City

If the district wants to do anything at the conference in addition to the annual meeting (such as a reception or dinner), now is the time to decide and plan. Let me know your thoughts.

Accreditation

Several chapters have asked for help with the Accreditation process. Kathryn Hubbell, APR, Montana Chapter president and past district chair, has volunteered to serve as District Accreditation and Ethics Chair. She will make her first Accreditation visit in Eugene, Oregon, on February 28, 2006, and she will make herself available throughout the district as her travel schedule permits. Let me know if your chapter needs help. For more information on Kathy’s Oregon visit, see www.goprsa.org.

By Laws Drafting

Past Chair John Kvasnosky has volunteered to head up the By Laws Committee to draft our first ever (to our knowledge) set of district by laws. If anyone would like to work with John on this, please let me know. 

Chapter Visits

The district chair is encouraged and supported by national to visit chapters during the year. If you would like me to meet with your membership or your board, please let me know. My schedule is somewhat restricted this year due to school requirements, but I will do my best to accommodate any requests. 

Newsletter

I would like to send out a brief monthly e-newsletter to the entire board. If anyone would like to help with this, please let me know. 

District Council

We need one chapter president-elect to serve as the NPD representative to the District/Chapter Council. Chapter presidents, please talk to your president-elects and suggest a name to me. This is an outstanding opportunity for exposure to the national board and preparation for the role of president. 

Other Ideas

Let me hear from you if you have ideas for making the district more relevant and helpful to chapters. Our established role is professional development, governance, membership, and liaison with national. Within those guidelines, we have plenty of room to provide service and value to our chapters.

Thank you again for serving, and let's have a terrific year!

Cary

Cary A. Greenwood, APR, Fellow PRSA
Chair North Pacific District PRSA
Doctoral Student/Graduate Teaching Fellow
School of Journalism and Communication
1275 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403-1275
carygreenwood@yahoo.com
North Pacific District: A resource for leaders and members representing 16 chapters in eight states
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