PRSA North Pacific District

Board Meeting Minutes

December 28, 2010

Board members attending:


Board members not attending:

Patrick Cooney




Amber Chiang

Phyllis Goodman




Ronele Klingensmith

Janelle Guthrie

Nancy Kincaid

John Mitchell

Nancy opened the meeting with introductions of those on the call.  She thanked the entire Board for their support in 2010, specifically John Mitchell for stepping up to help when needed.  

Approval of November meeting minutes:  A number of callers did not receive the meeting minutes in time to review them before the meeting.  The group agreed to hold review and approval of November meeting minutes until the January 2011 meeting.

Treasurer’s report: In the absence of the treasurer and a report, the review of the Treasurer’s report was moved to January 2011.

2011 Board meeting schedule: Janelle discussed survey to determine Board meeting date and time for 2011 District Board meetings.   Janelle asked for comment from participants regarding Board meetings.  Janelle will connect with Board members who have not responded to the survey and get back to the Board regarding an established meeting time for  2011.

Discussion turned to ideas for Board initiatives in 2011, including more outreach to member chapters, production of a District conference, and Web site enhancements.

District Conference: Participants discussed the history of District conferences and the possibility of producing a conference in 2011.  A number of concerns were raised, including a short timeline to produce a conference, the upcoming 2012 International Conference in San Francisco and commitment of the SF chapter to prepare for that event, and the financial obligation necessary to produce the event.

Discussion also included the possibility of continuing sponsorship support of a chapter conference, such as the successful Portland, Oregon chapter event.  

Christine agreed to send out an inquiry to chapters to see if any are interested in producing an event in 2011 and doing a feasibility look into the cost and sponsorship.

Phyllis noted that the SF chapter is committed to the 2012 International conference and will be unable to produce a District conference in 2011.  

National update: Jerry reported, in the absence of Candace.  He noted that national is gearing up for the Orlando conference.  He also noted that there will be continuing emphasis on diversity and advocacy.  National is working on new ideas to “step it up in speaking up for PR pros.”

2012 conference: Phyllis reported that the SF chapter is in touch with national regarding planning, specifically about sponsorship planning.  Additionally, the SF is working on setting up plans to identify local chairs for marketing and sponsorship.  They are looking to work with the Silicon Valley chapter regarding sponsorships and other event plans.

Jerry added that any North Pacific District chapter may join in on planning calls for international conference planning.

Chapter reports of 2010 highlights: 

Kathy (SF) reported that they are updating bylaws to reflect national changes to bylaws.  Established a student scholarship and senior practitioner activities.  The chapter is also gearing up for sponsorship activities for the 2012 conference.  

Nancy (Calif Capital) reported that the Board did an outstanding job of bringing the chapter back into a sound financial position.  She noted that the chapter faced challenges, after co-sponsoring an event in 2009 in which the expenses exceeded the revenue.  Nancy noted that the chapter also successfully maintained their membership, and produced a successful Quality Time event in the fall that matched non-profit organizations with PR professionals who provided PR counsel.

John Mitchell (Greater Oregon) John reported that the chapter has also succeeded in maintaining membership numbers, during challenging times, and produced successful programs throughout the year.  

