North Pacific District Board of Directors meeting

Thursday, February 23, 2006; 10 a.m. PST

Meeting minutes

Attendance: 

CHAIR: Cary A. Greenwood, APR, Fellow PRSA – Oregon Capital Chapter 

CHAIR-ELECT: Christina Ragsdale, APR – California Capital Chapter 

IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR: John Kvasnosky, APR – Puget Sound Chapter 

SECRETARY: Crystal Enkvist, APR – Alaska Chapter 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REP.: John Kvasnosky, APR – Puget Sound Chapter 

SECOND ALTERNATE: Michele Swaner, APR – Great Salt Lake Chapter 

THIRD ALTERNATE: David Compton, APR – Idaho Chapter 

ALASKA CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Jeri Wigdahl
CALIFORNIA CAPITAL CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Beverley Kennedy

GREATER SPOKANE CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Garry Matlow

IDAHO CHAPTER PRESIDENT – David Compton, APR

OAKLAND-EAST BAY CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Natalie Hoch

OREGON CAPITAL CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Carolyn Bolton

PORTLAND METRO CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Dianne Danowski Smith, APR

SIERRA NEVADA CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Mary Paoli

UTAH VALLEY CHAPTER PRESIDENT – Janet Frank, APR

Tom Vitelli, APR, Fellow PRSA, national secretary

Mary Barber, APR, Fellow PRSA, national board member 

Gerry Corbett, APR, Fellow PRSA, national board member

Hattie Hamlin, APR, Fellow PRSA, chair 2007 North Pacific District Conference

Joette Storm, APR, Fellow PRSA, PRSA Alaska Chapter Assembly Delegate

Kelly Albanese, PRSA staff

Call to Order: 

The meeting was called to order at approximately 10 a.m. PST by PRSA North Pacific District Chairperson Ms. Cary Greenwood.

PRSA National Board report: 

Tom Vitelli, APR, Fellow PRSA, national secretary, reported on the February 3-4, 2006, national board meeting in NYC

a. PRSA met its budget for 2005 and will meet its goal of returning 1% of net revenues 

b. Debbie Miller is heading the search committee to find a replacement for Cathryn Bolton, who has elected not to renew her contract; the goal is to have a replacement in place by the national conference in November 2006.

c. The Nominating Committee, chaired by Del Galloway and Judy Phair, is recruiting to fill 10 positions--three officers and four directors—on the national board.

d. Leadership Rally will be held in NYC June 9-10, following the June 8 Silver Anvil Awards

International Conference planning is underway, chaired by Keith Burton, Golin/Harris International, Chicago.

a. Call for presentations is underway

b. Silver Anvil judges will review the call for presentations (something new)

c. The committee is raising sponsorships locally and nationally.

d. David Compton, APR, Idaho Chapter president, volunteered his chapter’s help with the conference “in any way possible.”

Kelly Albanese reported that national is implementing technological infrastructure upgrades that will allow the web site to be easily updated real-time and will allow better communication with members.

Mary Barber, APR, Fellow PRSA, national board member, and national board liaison to the chapter/district council, gave a report on the role of national board members, who are elected from districts but who do not represent districts on the national board. Barber also reported on her role as liaison to the chapter/district council, which she called a district-level organization designed to help chapters succeed. She identified the following chapter/district council programs

a. What Makes a Chapter Tick Committee is reviewing succession issues, board responsibilities for chapter success; concerns about chapters who are “going away;” and national’s review of other models, including Alaska Chapter’s “satellite chapter” model.

b. Inactive Chapter Committee, including John Kvasnosky, APR, is looking at the effort that John and others, including Idaho Chapter President David Compton, APR, put into saving the Idaho Chapter.

i. Barber offered kudos to John and David for their efforts

c. Mentoring for Small Chapters was presented by Christina Ragsdale, APR, chair-elect (and attributed the idea to Hatti Hamlin, APR, Fellow PRSA) as a way for large chapters to assist smaller ones in various ways.

d. Hamlin used the hosting by the Northern California chapters of the Silver and Bronze Anvil awards as an example of providing value to smaller chapters while reaping the benefits of partnering. 

e. Joette Storm, APR, Fellow PRSA, promoted the Fellows Mentoring Program as another way to mentor chapters needing assistance.

Gerry Corbett, APR, Fellow PRSA, national board member, provided an update on the College of Fellows, which is planning events for the International Conference, including the induction dinner for the 2005 and 2006 Fellows inductees, the Golden Dialogue, the mentors program, luncheon speakers, the speakers bureau, a program to locate missing Fellows, and the launch of the Endowment Program and scholarship program with the PRSA Foundation. Deadline for 2006 nominations to the College of Fellow is May 5, 2006.

2007 NP District Conference: 

Greenwood commended Kvasnosky, Storm, and Smith for their great work in chairing the 2005 NP District Conference in Seattle and asked the board their thoughts on making the conference a biennial event.  Greenwood mentioned the need for a second conference co-chair for 2007, in the event the meeting was approved. Hamlin is co-chairing the conference. Danowski Smith made a motion to approve the planning and execution of the 2007 NP District Conference, Ragsdale seconded.  The board voted to approve this motion.  Storm, Janet Frank, APR, and Maria Vasquez volunteered to serve on the conference committee. Kvasnosky, Ragsdale, and Hamlin discussed San Francisco as a possible venue for the next conference, as well as ways in which hosting chapters might participate in the profits.

Albanese mentioned that there is a “conference in a box” tool kit available on the PRSA web site.  

Bylaws Committee Report:

The District currently does not have written policies and procedures, other than the generic guidelines offered by national.  Kvasnosky is leading an effort to help develop them.  He could use some volunteers for this committee.  He is looking for examples from other districts.

Accreditation Report:  

Kathy Hubbell, APR, Fellow PRSA, Montana Chapter president, is chairing the NP District’s Accreditation and Ethics Committee.  She is currently planning a professional development seminar in Eugene, Oregon, February 28, and will share her expertise in mentoring the Accreditation process with other chapters and individuals who want assistance. 

Conference call sponsors:

National will host three conference calls annually. Discussion by the board indicated they would like to meet more often.  Kvasnovsky will sponsor the next call in April, but other sponsors are needed.  There are typically 15-20 people on the line during a call.

Next board meeting: 

The next meeting will take place on the fourth Thursday of the month, April 27 at 10 a.m. PST, 9 a.m. AST, 11 a.m. MST.

Professional Development funds:

There is approximately $6,700 available in the treasury to be used for professional development activities.

Adjournment:

The PRSA North Pacific District Board of Directors meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. PST.
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